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Introduction 


The following short book discusses the Concept of Fighting in Islam. 
This discussion is based on Chapter 9 At Tawbah, Verses 4-6 of the 
Holy Quran: 


“Excepted are those with whom you made a treaty among the 
polytheists and then they have not been deficient toward you in anything 
or supported anyone against you; so complete for them their treaty until 
their term [has ended]. Indeed, Allah loves the righteous [who fear Him]. 
And when the inviolable months have passed, then kill the polytheists 
wherever you find them and capture them and besiege them and sit in 
wait for them at every place of ambush. But if they should repent, 
establish prayer, and give zakah, let them [go] on their way. Indeed, 
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. And if any one of the polytheists seeks 
your protection, then grant him protection so that he may hear the words 
of Allah [i.e., the Quran]. Then deliver him to his place of safety. That is 
because they are a people who do not know.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


The Concept of Fighting 


Chapter 9 - At Tawbah, Verses 4-6 
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“Excepted are those with whom you made a treaty among the polytheists 

and then they have not been deficient toward you in anything or supported 

anyone against you; so complete for them their treaty until their term [has 
ended]. Indeed, Allah loves the righteous [who fear Him]. 


And when the inviolable months have passed, then kill the polytheists 
wherever you find them and capture them and besiege them and sit in wait 
for them at every place of ambush. But if they should repent, establish 
prayer, and give zakah, let them [go] on their way. Indeed, Allah is 
Forgiving and Merciful. 


And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant him 
protection so that he may hear the words of Allah [i.e., the Quran]. Then 
deliver him to his place of safety. That is because they are a people who do 
not know.” 


“Excepted are those with whom you made a treaty among the 
polytheists and then they have not been deficient toward you in 
anything or supported anyone against you; so complete for them their 
treaty until their term [has ended]. Indeed, Allah loves the righteous 
[who fear Him]. 


This verse indicates that an aspect of righteousness is fulfilling one’s trusts 
and promises. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that betraying 
trusts is an aspect of hypocrisy. 


This includes all the trusts one possesses from Allah, the Exalted, and 
people. Every blessing one possesses has been entrusted to them by 
Allah, the Exalted. The only way to fulfill these trusts is by using the 
blessings in the way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. This will ensure 
they gain further blessings as this is true gratitude. Chapter 14 lbrahim, 
verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


The trusts between people are important to fulfill also. The one who has 
been entrusted with someone else's belongings should not misuse them 
and only use them according to the wishes of the owner. One of the 
greatest trusts between people is keeping conversations secret unless 
there is some obvious benefit in informing others. Unfortunately, this is 
often overlooked amongst muslims. 


“Excepted are those with whom you made a treaty among the 
polytheists and then they have not been deficient toward you in 
anything or supported anyone against you; so complete for them their 
treaty until their term [has ended]. Indeed, Allah loves the righteous 
[who fear Him]. 


This verse indicates that an aspect of righteousness is fulfilling one’s trusts 
and promises. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that breaking 
promises is an aspect of hypocrisy. 


The greatest of promises a muslim has made is with Allah, the Exalted, 
which is to obey Him sincerely. This involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. All other 
promises made with people must also be kept unless one has a valid 
excuse especially, the ones a parent makes with children. Breaking 
promises only teaches children bad character and encourages them to 
believe being deceitful is an acceptable characteristic to possess. In a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2227, Allah, the Exalted, declares 
that He will be against the one who makes a promise in His name and then 
breaks it without a valid excuse. How can the one who has Allah, the 
Exalted, against them on Judgment Day possibly succeed? 


“,..Indeed, Allah loves the righteous.” 


Righteousness cannot be achieved without gaining and acting on Islamic 
knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“..Only those fear Allah, from among His_ servants, who have 
knowledge...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot 
become righteous until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 
Therefore, an aspect of righteousness is to avoid things which are doubttul 
not just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step 
closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to 
fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, 
advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect 
their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become 
misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one 
sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before 
falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to 
avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them to 
the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not classified 
sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and 


slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain speech 
they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. This process can be applied to all 
things which are vain, unnecessary and especially, doubttul. 


“,..Indeed, Allah loves the righteous.” 


In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted, 
declares that that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling 
their obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, 
through voluntary righteous deeds. 


This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two 
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the 
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory charity. 
This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny. 


The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the Exalted, 
are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their obligatory duties 
but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly shows that this is the 
only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. Whoever takes a path other 
than this will not achieve this vital goal. This completely rejects the concept 
of obtaining sainthood without striving in obedience to Allah, the Exalted. 
The person who claims this is simply a liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of 
the body becomes pure. This leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does 
not perform righteous deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their 


body is impure which means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This 
person can never reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. 


It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can 
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to perform 
voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been fooled by 
the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, except the 
path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins....” 


The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also those 
who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude aids 
them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous deeds. It is 
this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, giving and 
withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that when 
one strives in fulfilling the obligatory duties and performing voluntary 
righteous deeds Allah, the Exalted, blesses their five senses so that they 


use them in obedience to Him. This righteous servant will very rarely 
commit sins. This increase in guidance has been indicated in Chapter 29 Al 
Ankabut, verse 69: 


“And those who Strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...” 


This muslim reaches the level of excellence which has been discussed in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when a muslim performs 
actions, such as the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the Exalted. The one 
who reaches this level will guard their mind and body from sins. This is the 
one who when they speak they speak for Allah, the Exalted, when they are 
silent they are silent for Allah, the Exalted. When they act they act for Him 
and when they are still they are for His sake. This is an aspect of 
monotheism and understanding the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that this 
muslim’s supplication will be fulfilled and they will be granted the refuge 
and protection of Allah, the Exalted. This is a clear lesson for those who 
desire lawful worldly things. They should not seek to obtain them using any 
means except through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. No 
spiritual teacher or anyone else will be able to grant things to a person 
unless the person strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted and they 
are destined to obtain those things. 


To conclude this Hadith makes it clear that the proximity of Allah, the 
Exalted, is only gained through sincere obedience to Him in the form of 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient 
with destiny. This is the path of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and the only path of success in both worlds. 


“,..Indeed, Allah loves the righteous.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7432, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 
Exalted, loves the servant who possesses the following characteristics. The 
first characteristic is piety. This means they strive to fulfill their duties 
towards Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and 
they fulfill their duties towards people, such as striving in this world in order 
to obtain their necessities and the necessities of their dependents without 
waste, excessiveness or extravagance. 


The next characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is 
being independent of the creation. This means that a muslim should fully 
utilize the means they have been provided by Allah, the Exalted, such as 
their physical strength in order to fulfill their duties. They should not behave 
lazily and seek things from people as this habit leads to dependence on 
them and reduces trusting in Allah, the Exalted. One should firmly believe 
that no matter what happens whatever is destined to be their provision was 
allocated to them over fifty thousand years before the creation of the 
Heavens and the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6748. A muslim should focus on their efforts and trust that 
Allah, the Exalted, will grant them what is best for them. 


The final characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is 
being anonymous. This means a muslim should not strive in worldly or 


religious matters in order to obtain fame. As this can lead to many sins, 
such as showing off, and this only destroys one’s reward. It is why a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, warns that seeking fame is more 
destructive to one's religion than two wolves which are let loose on a herd 
of sheep. Instead, a muslim should strive to fulfill their duties and if they 
become famous they must maintain sincerity to Allah, the Exalted, without 
altering their obedience to Him in order to please people as this leads to 
destruction in both worlds. 


“Excepted are those with whom you made a treaty among the 
polytheists and then they have not been deficient toward you in 
anything or supported anyone against you; so complete for them their 
treaty until their term [has ended]...And when the inviolable months 
have passed, then kill the polytheists wherever you find them and 
capture them and besiege them and sit in wait for them at every place 
of ambush. But if they should repent, establish prayer, and give 
zakah, let them [go] on their way...And if any one of the polytheists 
seeks your protection, then grant him protection so that he may hear 
the words of Allah [i.e., the Qur’an]. Then deliver him to his place of 
safety...” 


The inviolable months refers to the four months of respite mentioned in 
chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 2: 


“So travel freely, [O disbelievers], throughout the land [during] four 
months...” 


It is vital to understand that in order to correctly understand the meanings 
of the verses of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, one must place them in 
their correct context. Meaning, no verse or Hadith can be taken in isolation 
without observing the context in which it was revealed in order to justify 
someone's actions. In order to correctly understand the context one must 
assess the verses and Hadiths which are linked to it in the light of the life of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Only in 


this way will it become clear what or who a specific verse or Hadith refers 
to. 


In addition, Muslims can only take up arms against external aggressors 
under the banner of a legitimate ruler and when it is done according to the 
injunctions found within the Holy Quran and traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Those who fight must 
constantly fear Allah, the Exalted, in crossing these limits and rules. One 
such rule is to resort to war only when one is attacked. Therefore, showing 
physical aggression against an enemy in a state of peace is forbidden. 
Another rule is that when the enemy desists from aggression then Muslims 
must desist also. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 193: 


“...But if they cease, then there is to be no aggression [i.e., assault] except 
against the violators.” 


If the enemy desires peace it must be granted. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 
90: 


“...80 If they remove themselves from you and do not fight you and offer 
you peace, then Allah has not made for you a cause [for fighting] against 
them.” 


The third rule is that civilians are not to be harmed. This has been indicated 
by the main verse under discussion as this is transgressing. In addition, the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, repeatedly 
forbade women, children, elders, and the sick, as well as monks and 
hermits to be harmed during war. This has been confirmed in many Hadiths 
such as the one found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2614, and Musnad 
Ahmad, number 2728. 


The first Caliph of Islam Abu Bakr Siddique, may Allah be pleased him, 
forbade the killing of children, women and the elderly. He forbade the 
cutting of fruit bearing trees, damaging property and the killing of cattle. 
This has been advised in Musannaf Ibn Abi Shayba, number 33121. 


The second Caliph of Islam Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with 
him, made it clear to the Muslim armies not to harm non-soldiers such as a 
farmer. This has been advised in Musannaf Ibn Abi Shayba, number 
33120. 


In case of impending conflict the Muslim nation are commanded to prepare 
as best as they can. This preparation aims to deter the enemy from 
attacking, in which case if the enemy wish for peace it must be granted to 
them. Chapter 8 An Anfal, verses 60-61: 


“And prepare against them whatever you are able of power and of steeds 
of war by which you may terrify the enemy of Allah and your enemy...And if 
they incline to peace, then incline to it [also]...” 


Permission is granted to fight those who do not honor their treaties with the 
Muslims. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verses 12-13: 


“And if they break their oaths after their treaty and defame your religion, 
then combat the leaders of disbelief, for indeed, there are no oaths [sacred] 
to them; [fight them that] they might cease. Would you not fight against a 
people who broke their oaths and determined to expel the Messenger, and 
they had begun [the attack upon] you the first time?” 


Islam has forbade attacking those who respect their treaties. Chapter 9 At 
Tawbah, verse 7: 


“...80 aS long as they are upright toward you, be upright toward them. 
Indeed, Allah loves the righteous [who fear Him].” 


There is no question of forcing anyone to accept Islam as it is something 
which must be accepted by one’s heart not only through one’s tongue and 
actions. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 256: 


“There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion...” 


Those who are at peace with the Muslims are to be treated with justice at 
all times. Chapter 60 Al Mumtahanah, verses 8-9: 


“Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of 
religion and do not expel you from your homes - from being righteous 
toward them and acting justly toward them. Indeed, Allah loves those who 
act justly. Allah only forbids you from those who fight you because of 
religion and expel you from your homes and aid in your expulsion...” 


War is hateful to Allah, the Exalted, and Muslims must be forced into it and 
not desire it. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 


“Battle has been enjoined upon you while it is hateful to you...” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, even 
warned Muslims not to desire fighting and instead commanded them to 


desire safety from Allah, the Exalted. But if they were forced to encounter 
the enemy then they must remain steadfast. This has been mentioned in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2966. 


The real intent of these verses is to stress that force should be used only 
when its use is unavoidable, only to the extent that is absolutely necessary 
and under the guidance of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


As mentioned earlier it is vital to assess a verse or a Hadith in its right 
context in order to understand who, what and where it applies. 
Unfortunately, many people, intentionally or unintentionally, fail to interpret 
the verses and Hadiths on fighting in this way. One very famous example is 
of a verse which is referred to as the sword verse even though the word 
“sword” is not mentioned in the Holy Quran. This verse is one of the main 
ones under discussion. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 5: 


“And when the inviolable months have passed, then kill the polytheists 
wherever you find them and capture them and besiege them and sit in wait 
for them at every place of ambush...” 


As explained earlier in detail even this statement of war is restricted to 
specific conditions and concessions of peace. In addition, studying the 
historical context of this and other related verses clearly prove that it is not 


a universal principle for fighting non-Muslims. Meaning, the verse refers to 
a specific group of people, at a specific time and in a specific place. 


The surrounding verses of the Sword verse clearly indicate, multiple times, 
that the polytheists referred to are only those who repeatedly violated their 
peace treaties with the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, and engaged in acts of violent aggression against the Muslim 
community and its allies. For example, the verse immediately before the 
Sword verse, meaning, chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 4, states: 


“Excepted are those with whom you made a treaty among the polytheists 
and then they have not been deficient toward you in anything or supported 
anyone against you; so complete for them their treaty until their term [has 
ended]. Indeed, Allah loves the righteous [who fear Him].” 


This is followed by another command in a related verse, chapter 9 At 
Tawbah, verse 7: 


“How can there be for the polytheists a treaty in the sight of Allah and with 
His Messenger, except for those with whom you made a treaty at al-Masjid 
al-Haram? So as long as they are upright toward you, be upright toward 
them. Indeed, Allah loves the righteous [who fear Him].” 


The crimes of these polytheists whom fighting was commanded against are 
mentioned in other related verses. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verses 8-10: 


“How [can there be a treaty] while, if they gain dominance over you, they do 
not observe concerning you any pact of kinship or covenant of protection? 
They satisfy you with their mouths, but their hearts refuse [compliance], 
and most of them are defiantly disobedient. They have exchanged the 
signs of Allah for a small price and averted [people] from His way. Indeed, it 
was evil that they were doing. They do not observe toward a believer any 
pact of kinship or covenant of protection. And it is they who are the 
transgressors.” 


And chapter 9 At Tawbah, verses 12-13: 


“And if they break their oaths after their treaty and defame your religion, 
then combat the leaders of disbelief, for indeed, there are no oaths [sacred] 
to them; [fight them that] they might cease. Would you not fight against a 
people who broke their oaths and determined to expel the Messenger, and 
they had begun [the attack upon] you the first time ?...” 


Theses specific polytheists continuously broke their agreements and aided 
others against Islam. They began hostilities against the Muslims, prevented 
people from accepting Islam, expelled Muslims from Mecca and Masjid Al 


Haram. At least eight times in the quoted verses their crimes against the 
Muslims are mentioned. 


In chapter 9 Tawbah, verse 12, which is quoted above, the goal of fighting 
the “leaders of disbelief’ is so they “cease” from their acts of aggression. 
These verses, like the rest, indicate the importance of adhering to specific 
conditions during times of war such as fighting only those who fight them 
first. 


In addition, these polytheists were still offered many warnings and 
concessions. They were given a four-month period of respite and peace. 
Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 2: 


“So travel freely, [O disbelievers], throughout the land [during] four months 
but know that you cannot cause failure to Allah...” 


And chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 5: 


“And when the inviolable [four] months have passed, then kill the 
polytheists wherever you find them and capture them and besiege them 
and sit in wait for them at every place of ambush...” 


This respite was given so that they either accept Islam or peacefully leave 
the Arabian Peninsula. In addition, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, was commanded to grant protection to any of 
these polytheists who request it so that they have the opportunity to listen 
to the teachings of Islam without any fear or pressure or they could 
peacefully leave the Arabian Peninsula without the fear of being harmed. 
Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 6: 


“And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant him 
protection so that he may hear the words of Allah [i.e., the Quran]. Then 
deliver him to his place of safety. That is because they are a people who do 
not know.” 


The command in the sword verse of fighting and killing these polytheists 
would only come into effect if they remained in the Arabian Peninsula after 
the four-month respite without accepting Islam. It is important to note that 
many of the polytheists took advantage of this respite and accepted Islam. 
Because of this respite fighting came to an end and no blood was actually 
shed on account of the Sword verse as the aim of this verse was to act as 
a deterrent from further bloodshed meaning, either these polytheists accept 
Islam or leave the Arabian Peninsula peacefully. 


To conclude, the surrounding verses and the blessed life of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, place the Sword 


verse in its correct context. Meaning, these verses were specifically 
revealed in order to put an end to attacks from specific hostile polytheists 
against the Muslim community. Therefore, they cannot be blankly applied 
to others after them. 


“,.._But if they should repent...” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4251, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people 
commit sins but the best person who commits sins is the one who sincerely 
repents. 


As people are not Angels they are bound to commit sins. The thing that 
makes these people special is when they sincerely repent from their sins. 
Sincere repentance includes feeling remorse, seeking the forgiveness of 
Allah, the Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm 
promise not to commit the sin or a similar sin again and making up for any 
rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and 
people. 


It is important to note, minor sins can be erased through righteous deeds 
which has been advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 550. It advises that the five daily obligatory prayers and 
two consecutive Friday congregational prayers erase the minor sins 
committed in between them as long as major sins are avoided. 


Major sins are only erased through sincere repentance. Therefore, a 
muslim should strive to avoid all sins, minor and major, and if they happen 
to occur to immediately sincerely repent as the time of death is unknown. 


And they should continue obeying Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience. 


“,.._But if they should...establish prayer...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2618, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the difference 
between belief and disbelief is abandoning the obligatory prayers. 


In this day and age this has become far too common. Many give up their 
obligatory prayers for trivial reasons all of which are undoubtedly rejected. 
If the obligation of the prayer has not been removed for the one who is 
engaging in battle how can it be removed from anyone else? Chapter 4 An 
Nisa, verse 102: 


“And when you [i.e., the commander of an army] are among them and lead 
them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with you and let them 
carry their arms. And when they have prostrated, let them be [in position] 
behind you and have the other group come forward which has not [yet] 
prayed and let them pray with you, taking precaution and carrying their 
arms...” 


Neither is the traveller or the sick exempt from offering their obligatory 
prayers. The traveller has been advised to reduce the amount of cycles in 
some of the obligatory prayers in order to reduce the burden for them but 
they have not been exempt from offering them. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 
101: 


“And when you travel throughout the land, there is no blame upon you for 
shortening the prayer...” 


The sick have been advised to perform dry ablution if contact with water will 
harm them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 6: 


“_..But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of 
relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water, then 
seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it...” 


In addition, the sick can perform the obligatory prayer in a way which is 
easier for them. Meaning, if they cannot stand they are allowed to sit and if 
they cannot sit they can lay down and offer the obligatory prayer. This is 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 372. But again, no 
complete exemption is granted to the sick unless one is mentally ill which 
prevents them from comprehending the obligation of the prayer. 


The other major issue is that some muslims delay their obligatory prayers 
and offer them beyond their correct times. This clearly contradicts the Holy 
Quran as the believers have been described as those who offer their 
obligatory prayers on time. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 103: 


“...Indeed, prayer has been decreed upon the believers a decree of 
specified times.” 


Many believe that the following verse of the Holy Quran refers to those who 
unnecessarily delay their obligatory prayers. This has been discussed in 
Tafseer lbn Kathir, volume 10, pages 603-604. Chapter 107 Al Ma’un, 
verses 4-5: 


“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer.” 


Here Allah, the Exalted, has clearly cursed those who have adopted this 
evil trait. How can one find success in this world or the next if they have 
been removed from the mercy of Allah, the Exalted? 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared 
in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 512, that delaying one's 
obligatory prayers unnecessarily is a sign of hypocrisy. The Holy Quran has 
made it clear that one of the main reasons people will enter Hell is failing to 
establish the obligatory prayers. Chapter 74 Al Muddaththir, verses 42-43: 


“[And asking them], "What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "We were not 
of those who prayed.” 


Abandoning the obligatory prayers is such a serious sin that the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared in a 
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2621, that whoever commits this 
sin has disbelieved in Islam. 


In addition, no other good deed will benefit a muslim until their obligatory 
prayers are not established. A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 553, 
clearly warns that one's good deeds are destroyed if they miss the 
afternoon obligatory prayer. If this is the case for abandoning one 
obligatory prayer can one imagine the penalty of abandoning them all? 


Observing the obligatory prayers at their correct times has been advised to 
be one of the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 252. From this one can determine that delaying the 
obligatory prayers beyond their time or completely missing them is one of 
the most hated deeds by Allah, the Exalted. 


It is an important duty for all elders to encourage the children under their 
care to offer the obligatory prayers from a young age so that they establish 
them before it becomes legally binding on them. Those adults that delay 


this and wait until children are older have failed in this extremely important 
duty. The children who were only encouraged to offer the obligatory 
prayers when it became obligatory on them very rarely established them 
quickly. In most cases, it takes years for them to fulfil this important duty 
correctly. And the blame falls on the elders of the family especially, the 
parents. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 
495, that families most encourage their children to offer the obligatory 
prayers when they turn seven years old. 


Another major issue many muslims face is that they may offer the 
obligatory prayers but fail to do so correctly. For example, many do not 
complete the stages of the prayer correctly and instead rush through it. In 
fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 757, clearly warns that the 
one who prays like this has not prayed at all. Meaning, they are not 
recorded as a person who offered their prayer and therefore their obligation 
has not been fulfilled. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 265, 
clearly warns that the prayer of the one who does not settle in each position 
of the prayer is not accepted. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
described the one who does not bow or prostrate correctly in the prayer as 
the worse thief. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Muwatta Malik, 
Book number 9, Hadith number 75. Unfortunately, many muslims who have 
spent decades offering their obligatory and many voluntary prayers like this 
will find that none of them have counted and thus they will be treated as 
one who did not fulfil their obligation. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sunan An Nasai, number 1313. 


The Holy Quran indicates the importance of offering the obligatory prayers 
with congregation usually at a Mosque. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 43: 


“,..and bow with those who bow [in worship and obedience].” 


In fact, due to this verse and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, some reliable scholars have declared 
this obligatory on muslim men. For example, one Hadith found in Sunan 
Abu Dawud, number 550, clearly warns that the muslims who would not 
offer their obligatory prayers with congregation at the Mosque were 
considered hypocrites by the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, even threatened to burn the houses of the men who failed to perform 
their obligatory prayers at the Mosque with congregation without a valid 
excuse. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1482. 
Those muslims who are in a position to perform this important deed should 
do so. They should not fool themselves into claiming they are performing 
other righteous deeds such as helping their family with house chores. Even 
though, this is a tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 676, but it is important not to rearrange the importance of his 
traditions according to one's desires. Whoever does this is not following his 
traditions they are only following their own desires even if they are 
performing a righteous deed. In fact, this same Hadith concludes by 
advising that when it was time for the obligatory prayer the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would leave for the 
Mosque. 


“,.._But if they should...give zakah...” 


Severe warnings over failing to donate the obligatory charity have been 
given in the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. For example, a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 1403, warns that the person who does not donate their 
obligatory charity will encounter a large poisonous snake which will 
continuously bite them on the Day of Judgement. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, 
verse 180: 


“And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of His 
bounty ever think that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for them. 
Their necks will be encircled by what they withheld on the Day of 
Resurrection...” 


According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4019, when the 
members of a society withhold the obligatory charity Allah, the Exalted, will 
withhold rain and if it was not for the animals He would not let it rain at all. 
This major sin is therefore one potential cause of the long periods of 
drought some nations face. 


Not offering the obligatory charity is a sign of extreme greed as it is only an 
extremely tiny portion of one's wealth namely, 2.5%. It is clear that the 


miser is far from Allah, the Exalted, the people and close to Hell. This is 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961. 


Muslims must understand that donating the obligatory charity does not only 
protect them from punishment but it leads to blessings in one's life which 
far outweigh the wealth they donated. In fact, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has made it clear in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6592, that charity does not decrease 
one's wealth. This means that when one donates Allah, the Exalted, 
compensates them. For example, He provides them with business 
Opportunities which cause them to gain more wealth than they donated. 
This repayment is confirmed in many places of the Holy Quran for example, 
chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 11: 


“Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He will multiply it for him 
and he will have a noble reward?” 


In addition, this Hadith could indicate that as each person's provision is pre- 
recorded whatever wealth which is destined to be spent on them will never 
change irrespective of how much wealth a person donates. This is 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. 


A muslim must therefore avoid the wrath of Allah, the Exalted, by donating 
a very small fraction of their wealth in the form of the obligatory charity 


while hoping for a reward which is much greater both in this world and the 
next. 


“,..But if they [non-muslims of Arabia] should repent, establish 
prayer, and give zakah, let them [go] on their way...” 


The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, were commanded not 
to hold onto grudges and enmity for the non-muslims after they sincerely 
repented. 


Generally speaking, all muslims hope that on Judgment Day Allah, the 
Exalted, will put aside, overlook and forgive their past mistakes and sins. 
But the strange thing is that most of these same muslims who hope and 
pray for this do not treat others in the same way. Meaning, they often latch 
on to the past mistakes of others and use them as weapons against them. 
This is not referring to those mistakes which have an effect on the present 
or future. For example, a car accident caused by a driver which physically 
disables another person is a mistake which will affect the victim in the 
present and future. This type of mistake is understandably difficult to let go 
and overlook. But many muslims often latch on to the mistakes of others 
which do not influence the future in anyway, such as a verbal insult. Even 
though, the mistake has faded away yet these people insist on reviving and 
using it against others when the opportunity presents itself. It is a very sad 
mentality to possess as one should understand that people are not Angels. 
At the very least a muslim who hopes for Allah, the Exalted, to overlook 
their past mistakes should overlook the past mistakes of others. Those who 
refuse to behave in this manner will find that the majority of their 
relationships are fractured as no relationship is perfect. They will always be 
a disagreement which can lead to a mistake in every relationship. 
Therefore, the one who behaves in this manner will end up lonely as their 
bad mentality causes them to destroy their relationships with others. It is 
strange that these very people hate to be lonely yet adopt an attitude which 


drives others away from them. This defies logic and common sense. All 
people want to be loved and respected while they are alive and after they 
pass away but this attitude causes the very opposite to occur. While they 
are alive people become fed up with them and when they die people do not 
remember them with true affection and love. If they do remember them it is 
merely out of custom. 


Letting the past go does not mean one needs to be overly nice to others 
but the least one can do is be respectful according to the teachings of 
Islam. This does not cost anything and requires little effort. One should 
therefore learn to overlook and let the past mistakes of people go perhaps 
then Allah, the Exalted, will overlook their past mistakes on the Day of 
Judgement. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22: 


“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should 
forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.“ 


“,..But if they [non-muslims of Arabia] should repent, establish 
prayer, and give zakah, let them [go] on their way...” 


After all the continuous plotting, scheming and violence against the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, Allah, the Exalted, 
still invited the non-muslims towards sincere repentance and success in 
both worlds. 


Allah, the Exalted, does not hasten the punishment for the one who 
deserves it out of leniency. Instead He gives them an opportunity to 
sincerely repent and rectify their behaviour. The muslim who understands 
this will never give up hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, but will not 
also cross the limits and adopt wishful thinking by believing Allah, the 
Exalted, will never punish them. They understand that punishment is only 
delayed not abandoned unless they sincerely repent. So this divine name 
creates hope and fear in a muslim. A muslim should use this delay in order 
to repent and hasten towards good deeds. 


A muslim should act on this divine attribute by being lenient with people 
especially, when they demonstrate bad character. They should show 
leniency towards others just as they desire Allah, the Exalted, to be lenient 
with them in their moments of heedlessness. But at the same time they 
should not be lenient with their own bad characteristics knowing that 
punishment for sins is delayed not permanently abandoned until they 
sincerely repent. They should also remain steadfast in leniency by replying 
evil with good according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 34: 


“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] 
which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and him is 
enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.” 


“,..Indeed, Allah is Forgiving...” 


Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant servants 
without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway. 


A muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the 
Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87: 


“...and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief 
from Allah except the disbelieving people." 


A muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is 
unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never 
overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one 
who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing they 
will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the 
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling 
remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary 
from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin 
again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect to 
Allah, the Exalted, and people. 


Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and 
forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one 
desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive 
others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22: 


“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should 
forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” 


“_.. Indeed, Allah is...Merciful.” 


Allah, the Exalted, is the Most Merciful according to His infinite status. This 
attribute means that Allah, the Exalted, bestows countless favours on the 
creation and is always extremely kind to them. This same characteristic has 
been attributed to others such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 128: 


“There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. 
Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you [I.e., your 
guidance] and to the believers is kind and merciful.” 


When used in reference to the creation merciful means soft-hearted and 
compassionate. A muslim must adopt these qualities by looking at the 
creation through the eye of mercy and by treating them with mercy and 
compassion whether they are obedient or sinful. Many Hadiths such as the 
one found in Sahih Muslim, number 6030, indicate that the one who does 
not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted. So 
it is vital for muslims to show mercy to all through their actions such as 
financial and physical help and through their words such as supplicating for 
them. Islam in fact rewards a muslim who shows mercy to all living things 
such as animals. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 
Dawud, number 2550. In addition, the mercy they show should not be 
selective or occasional instead they should strive to demonstrate mercy at 
all times with all of creation. 


“And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant 
him protection so that he may hear the words of Allah [i.e., the 
Qur’an]. Then deliver him to his place of safety...” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true 
muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps their verbal 
and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people 
irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins 
which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to 
give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others 
which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 
4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby, 
inviting them towards sins. A muslim should avoid this behavior as they will 
be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351. 


Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 


A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one 
who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again, 
this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing, 
misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever 
one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only 
use it with the owner's permission and in a way which is pleasing and 


agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 
number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property, 
through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell. 


To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with 
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed 
in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a muslim 
should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted, 
and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to 
simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with 
respect and peace. 


“.. That is because they are a people who do not know.” 


A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is 
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted 
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse 
5: 


“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) Is like that of a 
donkey who carries volumes [of books]...” 


A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which results in 
them sinning. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world is 
cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 


connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of knowledge. 
This means that all the blessings in the material world will become a curse 
for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them thereby committing 
sins. 


In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all of 
which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The ignorant 
commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid a sin if they 
do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes one to neglect 
their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if they are unaware of 
what their duties are? 


It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sunan lbn Majah, number 224. 


“.. That is because they are a people who do not know.” 


A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is weakness of 
faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to other negative 
characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, fearing others, 
placing the obedience of people above the obedience to Allah, the Exalted, 
having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and other undesired 
characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of faith is that it allows 
One to commit sins, such as neglecting the obligatory duties. The root 
cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of Islam. 


One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith. With 
time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong that it 
safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they fulfil their 
duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained when one 
studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Specifically, those 
teachings which discuss the promises of reward for those who are obedient 
and the punishment for those who are disobedient to Allah, the Exalted. 
This creates fear of punishment and hope of reward in a muslim’s heart 
which acts like a pull and push mechanism towards the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the 
Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the 
Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41 Fussilat, 
verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


For example, if a muslim ponders over the night and day and how perfectly 
in syne they are and the other things linked to them they will truly believe 
that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force which ensures 
everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power of Allah, the 
Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing of the night and 
day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only one God namely, 
Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God each god would desire 
the night and day to occur according to their own desires. This would lead 
to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun to rise whereas the other 
God might desire the night to continue. The perfect uninterrupted system 
found within the universe proves there is only one God namely, Allah, the 
Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse 22: 


“Had there been within them [I.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides 
Allah, they both would have been ruined...” 


Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous 
deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it 
weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds are 
performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 


blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 
number 5662, that a muslim is not a believer when they drink alcohol. 


“And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant 
him protection so that he may hear the words of Allah [i.e., the 
Qur’an]. Then deliver him to his place of safety. That is because 
they are a people who do not know.” 


This verse further proves that the previous verses which gave the 
command to fight the non-muslims are restricted to certain tribes within 
the Arabian Peninsula who were already aware of Islam and still openly 
opposed it in the time of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. If the command for fighting included every non- 
muslim irrespective of their location or lack of knowledge to the call of 
Islam then this verse would not have been revealed amongst the ones 
which commanded the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him, and his Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, to 
fight the non-muslims. 


The non-muslims which opposed Islam were aware of it and therefore 
were commanded to leave the Arabian Peninsula as remaining within it 
was seen as an act of war. Whereas, other non-muslims from other 
locations were not treated in this manner as evident by this verse. As 
Allah, the Exalted, Himself has clearly differentiated who the fighting was 
commanded against no one can use these verses indiscriminately 
against every non-muslim. Only a fool seeking power and wealth 
overlooks this fact and uses these verses blankly and _ without 
discrimination as a justification to harm innocent people. 
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